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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

 the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

 the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

 the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

 marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

 marks are not deducted for errors 

 marks are not deducted for omissions 

 answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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 Annotations in RM Assessor 

 
stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page 

 
correct 

 incorrect 

 
omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence) 

 benefit of the doubt (i.e. response not covered by the mark scheme, but the examiner�s judgement is that credit should be given) 

 inaccurate language 

 irrelevant 

good language 

 repetition (of language or content) 

highlighter  

Please remember that schools can request copies of their marked scripts, with annotations and comments on, so please ensure that any 
annotations / comments that you use are fully justified by the mark scheme. 
 
Wherever possible, please avoid commenting and keep annotations at a minimum. 
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 General Marking Instructions 

Marks Question 1: Enter a mark out of 10 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 10 
units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 2: Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 20 
units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 3 onwards: Enter a mark for each question in the appropriate mark input box. For answers not covered by the mark 
scheme, the annotation tool can be used. After marking the whole of the reading comprehension, enter a mark out of 5 in the mark 
input box for Language and Spelling. 

No 
response 

and �0� 
marks 

There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 
Award NR (No Response): 

 If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 

 If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. �can�t do� or �don�t know�) or 

 If there is only a mark which isn�t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

 For all questions which the candidate has not chosen (see box above for more information). 
 
Award 0: 
If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or 
any working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 

Batch 
dates 

 
All scripts must be marked by the date specified. 

Crossing 
out 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 
 
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work. 

Marking 
principles 

Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the mark scheme. You will need to consider all alternative 
answers and unexpected approaches in candidates� scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate the required elements, 
in consultation with you team leader if necessary (or with your product manager if you are a single examiner), and award marks 
accordingly. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 
Unit Target Language English 

Unit 
Mark 

1 
 

I have a brother and a sister 1 

2 

 

My sister is three years older than me, and my 
brother is two years younger to me 

1 

3 

 

I always have to obey the orders of my sister and 
quarrel with my brother 

1 

4 My (younger) brother is mischievous but I love 
him so much. (Our) Sister loves (both of) us a lot 

1 

5 

 

When both me and my brother get caught for 
being naughty our sister shouts at us, but saves 
us by not complaining to our mother 

1 

6 

 

Therefore, both me and my brother listen to our 
sister. Our parents watching us over happily 

1 

7 

 

Father leads the family affairs. Mother plans 
everything 

1 

 

10 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 
Unit Target Language English 

Unit 
Mark 

8 

 

Our mother knows what�s best for us and 
provides us with all our needs along with our 
father 

1 

9 

 

All the important decisions at home are taken 
jointly by our mother and father after discussing 

1 

10 

 

Mother and father loves each other a lot and they 
love all three of us so much 

1 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
Unit English Target Language 

Unit 
Mark 

1 We see weather reports every day 
 

1 

2 We watch them on the television  1 

3 listen to them on the radio 
 

1 

4 read them in the newspapers  1 

5 and on the internet  1 

6 Conveniently, we can now get weather updates on 
our mobile phones too 

1 

7 This has made it easier to plan ahead 
 

1 

8 We can avoid bad weather conditions 

 

1 

9 and take appropriate clothing when we go out 
 

1 

10 Presenting a weather report looks easy 
 

1 

11 However, it is the last part of a long process 
 

1 

12 There are satellites in outer space  1 
 

20 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
Unit English Target Language 

Unit 
Mark 

13 which act as cameras that observe the Earth 
 

1 

14 They send information to data centres on Earth 
 

1 

15 The weather reports are then prepared by people 
 

1 

16 who have spent years learning how to examine the 
data 

 

1 

17 After that, the finished reports are sent to the 
media.  

1 

18 If you live in a country which has severe weather 
conditions 

 

1 

19 or frequent weather changes 
 

1 

20 it is very important that you check the weather 
reports before making plans 

 

1 
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Question Answer Marks 

3  1 

4 
 

4 

5  2 

6  2 

7  2 

8  2 

9  1 

10  1 

11 1 

12  2 

13  1 

14  1 
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 Language and Spelling 

5 
(Excellent) 

  Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. 

  Varied, precise vocabulary. 

  Relevant material from the text is rephrased in a sophisticated manner. 

  Hardly any or no technical errors. 

4 
(Good) 

  Clear, appropriate language. 

  Appropriate vocabulary. 

  Relevant material from the text is rephrased well. 

  Few technical errors. 

3 
(Adequate) 

 Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simply syntax. 

 Adequate vocabulary. 

 Evidence of copying word for word from text. 

 Some technical errors. 

2 
(Weak) 

 Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simply syntax with some clumsiness. 

 Thin vocabulary. 

 General reliance on copying from text. 

 A number of technical errors. 

1 
(Poor) 

 Thin, inappropriate use of language. 

 Confused and obscure. 

 Indiscriminate copying from the text may occur. 

 Many errors. 

0   Nothing worthy of credit. 

 


